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National Security and National Defense
Strategic Thinking

Tzu-Yun Su

Associate Research Fellow

Abstract

The international system entered the Cold War immediately after the end
of the Second World War, which led to the rapid growth of the concept of
national security, however, there are different discourses on national security
affairs, including grand strategy and national strategy, which are quite
complicated. It can be divided into two major areas: military-oriented theory
and overall security theory.

In fact, the security strategies of individual countries have their own
characteristics and concerns and vary with geopolitical conditions, external
environment, domestic conditions, and even strategic culture, and focus on
different issues. As for national defense strategy, it is a part of national
security that needs to match national security objectives on the one hand and
guide armed forces build-up planning on the other.

It is worth noting that the formation of defense strategy is influenced by
multiple conditions such as geo-environment, threat sources, defense
resources, technological development, and interservice competition. The
decision of national defense strategy requires more cross-disciplinary overall
understanding and thinking about asymmetric competition and overall defense
cost-up effectiveness in order to grasp the competitive niche of the future
battlefield as much as possible in advance, just as the spirit of "be sure of
winning" should be the most important goal of national defense strategy.
Keywords: National security strategy, National defense strategy, Strategic

culture
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Taiwan’s National Defense Strategic Thinking
William Chih-tung Chung
Postdoctoral Fellow
Abstract

National defense strategic thinking reflect national policies to ensure
national security. National defense strategy involves two conceptual elements:
defense and strategy. On the one hand, the thinking of defense emphasizes the
idea and posture of protection, the main purpose of which is to prevent or
eliminate enemy threats. On the other hand, the thinking of strategy is about
planning and actions, and its main purpose is how to achieve proposed defense
policies. This article examines how and how far strategic thinking of Taiwan’s
national defense have been influenced by Taipei-Beijing competition for
sovereignty, the asymmetry of national power of Taiwan and China, and the
unique strategic perspective of successive ROC presidents. The article then
argues that strategic thinking of Taiwan’s national defense have been
decisively driven by one prime factor: to secure the perspective of the ROC’s
sovereign status as understood by Taiwan’s leaders. Moreover, strategic
thinking of Taiwan’s national defense have had variability and continuity since
the 1970s, but, in general, they have three basic common characteristics:
notion of defensive posture, idea of preventive deterrence, and idea of

internationalized Taiwan security.

Keywords: Taiwan, Defense, Strategy, Security Strategy, National Security
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China’s National Defense Strategic Thinking
after Reform and Opening Up
Shan-Son Kung
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Shu-Yuan Liang
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Abstract

This article advocates that China’s national strategy affects its national
defense strategic deployment. Regarding the currently unstable cross-strait
situation, clarifying China’s national strategy and national defense strategy
will provide us with the basis for further observation. Under the rule of Xi
Jinping, national strategy is in a period of change and has changed to striving
to gain a leading position regionally, with the goal of protecting the socialist
governance system by raising the level of national autonomy across the board.
Consequently, it can be seen that China’s national defense strategy has
changed from preparing for local war to the objective of area denial. Although
the direction of military buildup still has the basis of winning a high-tech war,
however, concretely, it has moved to an emphasis on raising joint operation
capability, projection ability and deterrence ability. Under Xi’s national
defense strategy and military buildup direction, first-island chain Taiwan will
undoubtedly bear the brunt. This article thinks that in future we should first
clarify how to comprehensively apply traditional force and asymmetrical war
power building, enhance informationalization and the ability to merge smart
technology into national defense and make more effective use of the
international situation and geographical advantage to build a hidden

democratic country alliance.

Keywords: China’s national defense strategy, security situation,

informationization, strong military
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U.S. National Defense Strategic Thinking—
With a Discussion of the Biden
Administration’s Defense Strategy
Liang-chih Evans Chen
Assistant Research Fellow
Abstract

US national defense strategic thinking is reflected in its understanding
and definition of the strategic environment, reflected in the objectives set
in response to the strategic environment and security threats, and its
strategies and methods adopted to achieve its objectives. In the context of
great power competition, at present China is better able than any other
country to use military, political, diplomatic, economic, -cultural,
technological, internet and media opinion means to challenge US
hegemony, democratic politics and international order. Washington must
understand that its basic homeland security depends on peace and stability
in other regions of the world, its embrace of allied and partner countries,
passion for the leading position of the US internationally and insistence on
a free and open world order. The new Biden administration’s national
defense strategic really needs these as the objectives and to transform them

into the power that drives the US military forward.

Keywords: national defense strategy, strategic environment, great power

competition, allies and partners
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Japan’s National Defense Strategic
Thinking
Yen-hung LIN
Associate Research Fellow
Abstract
After World War 11, Japan was passive in terms of security due to its
constitutional restrictions. Following the rise of China, Japan’s greatest
threat in East Asia has shifted from North Korea to China. This article will
discuss the changes in Japan’s defense strategic thinking based on reports

published by Japan and Japan-U.S. security arrangements.
Keywords: U.S.-Japan Security Arrangements, National Defense Program

Guidelines, Medium Term Defense Program, Defense of

Japan, National Security Strategy
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India’s National Defense Strategic Thinking

Jung-Ming Chang

Post-doctoral Fellow

Abstract

Over the years, India has maintained its non-alignment policy but
has modified the good-neighbor policy, both policies adopted in the early
stage of independence. Preserving peace and stability are still the priorities
of India for now, and the development of a Blue-Water Navy could be of
help. Pakistan and China remain two rivals closely connected to the
disputed area of Kashmir. Additionally, China’s role in the Indian Ocean
has become a concern to India and it is critical to examine India’s strategic

autonomy in the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue in the years to come.

Keywords: non-alignment, good-neighbor policy, strategic autonomy
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Thinking
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Abstract

China’s rising military challenge in the Indo-Pacific region is one of
the main issues of today’s international politics. Thus, Australia needs
strategic recalibration of its national defense thinking to preserve its
democratic value, economic development, national security interests, etc.
Australia has been effective in achieving its national security goal, namely,
preserving peace and stability in a regional and global context, over the last
decade. The national defense perceptions of Australia have reflected
practical strategic needs based on the nation’s strategic culture and
international environment analysis and calculation, and within a realistic
“ends-means” connection. However,, going forward, Australia will have to
constantly examine its national defense thinking, especially given the
intensifying US-China strategic competition and Australia-US military
coalition in the post-epidemic era.

Keywords: national defense, forward defense, strategic choice, military
alliance
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Singapore’s National Defense Strategic
Thinking

Hsinbiao Jiang
Policy Analysist
Abstract

Singapore’s defense strategy focuses on fostering deterrence and
diplomacy. Deterrence is the fundamental strategy for Singapore’s survival
and development, while diplomacy is a relationship-building strategy amid
the stabilizing and balancing of the regional order that surrounds
Singapore. These are the insurance prepared as firewalls to consolidate the
national security capacity of Singapore. The decision-makers of Singapore
fully understand that strengthening the armed forces may be seen as too
provocative by its neighbors. Securing a country only through developing
greater military power may have more consequences than benefits. Only
by considering the establishment of harmonious relations with neighbors
regarding security issues can the negative impact caused by upgrading
military capacities be reduced. Hence, it is essential to address the necessity
of deterrence and encourage enthusiasm for diplomacy so Singapore’s
security strategy can be improved. With military power to shield the entire
country as the first front and stable and supportive strategic partnerships
with other countries, Singapore has built an unshakable security structure.

This is the source of confidence and safety for its people.

Keywords: defense policy, deterrence, diplomacy, SAF, Total Defense
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Russian Federation’s National Defense
Strategic Thinking
Che-Jen Wang
Assistant Research Fellow

Abstract

Russian Messianism and the sense of geographic insecurity are the
driving forces of Russia’s military expansion. After the collapse of the
Soviet Union, pro-western sentiment appeared in Russia briefly but, after
the West failing to offer reciprocal policies, Russia turned its national
security strategy to the traditional anti-Western paradigm, so as its national
defense strategic thinking. Due to the fact that Russia’s political and
economic power cannot counterbalance the West, Russia’s current
approaches of national security are strategic deterrence and prevention of
armed conflict to reach the goals of national development and protection
of national sovereignty and security. In terms of international military
cooperation, it has joined with peripheral countries and blocs to build a

security buffer zone to protect its traditional sphere of influence.

Keywords: Russia, national defense strategy, military doctrine, national

security
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